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Program Notes

Yellowstone for String Quartet is a musically artful portrayal of the mysterious awe 
of Yellowstone – a super volcano, a caldera in Yellowstone National Park.  The calde-
ra measures 43 by 28 miles and is a large volcanic crater formed by a major eruption 
leading to the collapse of the mouth of the volcano.

1.  Flows Down represents the descent of waters from Yellowstone Lake. From the 
North at the fishing bridge flows the Yellowstone River, which passes through the 
sublime Paradise valley to the Missouri: and from the south flows the Snake River to 
the Columbia.

2.  Caldera portrays a sense of mysterious wonder in a place of solemnity.  Geother-
mal features create a feeling of a pending eruption in sometime future unleashing 
again its enormous power.

3.  The Secret Garden, the uniqueness of this place – the people’s own garden:  secret 
in that it was kept from view and revealed only to a few who administered over her 
beauty – the Native Americans, the source of reverent care of the allotted portion.

4.  Gallatin, on the way upward towards Yellowstone, visitors ascend along the Gall-
atin as it races down the lower valley in the midst of high walls serving as a majes-
tic entrance.  Excitement in the music expresses the feeling of anticipation of those 
entering her gates.

5.  Lamar River Song expresses the expanse of a placid valley and wandering stream 
in nature’s expression of fauna and flora, predator and prey.

6.  Yellowstone, the many descending lines portray the gradualness of the river’s flow 
and unfolding of its path.  On and on, ever changing, falling from heights to brad 
valley below, unto the mighty Missouri.  Oh the  beauty and majesty found in great 
Yellowstone – longest free flowing in the lower forty-eight.
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